This is well exemplified in their absorption from the pressure of large aneurismal tumours. All the bones are liable to these malignant affections ; but they are found to occur most frequently in the bones of the face. Tumours of the antrum are very common; and whether the complaint originates in the bone or investing membranes, the former invariably par- ticipates in the morbid action as the disease advances.
Scrofula, sibbens, syphilis, as well as several other diseases of the whole system, produce considerable changes in the bones.
In a case of tubercular sarcoma which fell under my observation, the bones of the skull were studded, both on the inside and outside, with grayish pulpy patches, having osseous radii shooting up through them, the tables being entirely absorbed, and the diploe only left in the parts thus affected. Diabetes mellitus in its latter stages produces a remarkable change in the alveolary processes. They become carious, the 3'ums spongy, and the teeth fall out. An incision with a scalpel was made into the severely pained, though slightly elevated part of the tibia, and a large pencil of caustic introduced to the bone.
Fomentations were also used, and the caustic daily inserted, and turned two or three times round in the opening. Soon after the purulent discharge commenced she experienced manifest relief; but when the caustic was by any chance intermitted, the pain immediately returned, and as immediately disappeared on its reapplication. Tiring however of its use, she allowed the issue to heal, but was soon compelled to have it again re-established. By its continuance she got so well as to be able to put her foot to the ground, and with the assistance of a crutch to walk a little. The joint was stiff (not anchylosed) but free from pain.
The issue was again allowed to heal up; and she went on daily improving for about two months, when unfortunately, in reaching for something, she lost her balance, fell backward, and twisted the affected knee. This was followed with severe pain, inflammation, and swelling of the whole joint, which was subdued by repeated leeching, fomentations, and by the insertion of the caustic issue on each side of the ligarnentum patellae. She gradually got so much better as to be able to resume the use of the crutch, putting the toes only to the ground. The limb being contracted by long continuance in one position precluded any greater use of it. Her general health was tolerably good throughout the whole progress of her complaint, and she was now so far recovered as to be able to walk tolerably well with the assistance of a stick.
To the preceding cases, numerous others, some of them equally unpromising, might be 
